






























has been demonstrated to have met the needs of local businesses and industries. This 
system must be maintained and its comprehensiveness and flexib1hty must be 
guaranteed. Consistent w1th this concept, there IS a critical need to maintain the 
funding philosophy that will continue to provide training for bustness and industry 
that meets their needs and is provided at a time and place that is appropriate. To 
guarantee that all of the points that have been enumerated in this recommendation 
section will be achieved, it is crthcal that Community Colleges maintain local 
authority and autonomy in the educational process when determining appropnate 
training for business and industry. 

Adult Clientele 

The following recommendations were made as a direct result of the adult clientele phase of the 
study. 

1. The community colleges should continue to serve the adult citizenry with 
training/retraining courses. The literature and field observations indicate the 
training/retraining programs are the fastest growing segment of continuing educatton. 

2. The customized training/retraining programs should be expanded into organizations 
they are not currently serving. 

3. Continuing education programs should concentrate on linking with telecommunications 
technology to offer distant learning opportunities to a greater number of Iowa's adult 
citizenry. 

Summary 

1. The present community college continuing education delivery system is clearly 
accountable to its constituents and has had a significant impact in meeting the 
educational needs of Iowa's adult citizens. The current trend indicates the same 
accountability factors will hold constant into the twenty-first century. 

2. Iowa's Community Colleges Adult Continuing Education Divisions have effectively 
served the educationaUtraining needs of Iowa's businesses and industries for the past 
two decades. This effort has been recently enhanced with the addition of Economic 
Development funding and emphasis. 

3. A significant and effective linkage system of local community entities (businesses, 
industries, local educational agencies, etc.) has been developed by Iowa's community 
colleges to expand programming efforts in the local communities. 

4. The continuing education programs, offered through Iowa's community colleges, has 
had a significant impact on economic development strategies and the overall quality of 
life currently enjoyed by Iowa's citizens. 

5. Current projections clearly indicate a continued and increasing need for training and 
retraining programs for Iowa's businesses and industries. The community colleges are in 
a position to meet these increased demands for training and retraining. 

6. Flexibility is the key to offering continuing education programs that meet the needs of 
Iowa's adult citizenry. 
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7. Local autonomy, governance and decision making provide the needed flexibility to meet 
Iowa's educational needs. The present continuing education delivery system must be 
allowed to continue to function with this framework. 

8. A significant number of continuing education programs should continue to be offered as 
non-credit courses. The educational needs of many adults are better served through non­
credit courses. 

9. Significant state funding must continue to be channeled into Iowa's Community College 
Continuing Education Programs in order to effectively meet the future educational needs 
of Iowa's adult citizenry . 
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